FY2023 Cascade County Local Working Group Questionnaire 

NRCS Definition of Role of Local Working Groups: 
“provide recommendations to the District Conservationist on local natural resource priorities & criteria for conservation activities & programs”
NRCS Local Work Group meetings:
“will be conducted as an open discussion among members with focus on identifying local natural resource concerns that can be treated using programs and activities”. 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/financial/csp/?cid=stelprdb1186926
Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Local Working Group Questionnaire
The Cascade County Local Working Group hopes to hold an in-person meeting this May or June (2022). We are requesting either you fill out this questionnaire beforehand OR in lieu of attending send this questionnaire in your stead.  
This questionnaire can be returned to the Cascade Conservation District Office at the following address:
Cascade Conservation District 		600 6th St. NW, Ste. 1		Great Falls, MT 59404
The ability for the USDA Service Centers to be open to the public is ever changing, but Field Office staff are available via email, phone appointment, and field appointments. If you have any questions regarding this questionnaire, please contact either, Brad Holliday, Supervisory District Conservationist (bradley.holliday@usda.gov); Craig Biggart, Soil Conservationist (craig.biggart@usda.gov); or Emma Link (emma@cascadecd.com) by calling 406-866-0020. 
Based on 2019-2020 Cascade County Local Work Group assessments, a list of resource concerns is on pages 3 & 4. In addition, a list of land uses is in the middle column and in the far right lists the potential NRCS practices to address that resource concern. Please circle what you feel are the top 3 to 5 resources concerns needing to be addressed through NRCS programs. For your chosen resource concern, please circle the land use(s) and NRCS practices you feel are needed to address this resource concern. For the chosen resource concerns please write in the general geographic location (Vaughn, Sun River, Cascade, Sand Coulee, Belt, Monarch, Neihart, Portage, etc..) is located. Example is highlighted in yellow on page 3. Use the references on page 2 for assistance in completing this survey. 





Below is list of references for more information related to this survey:
1. Refer to the www.farmers.gov site for the Conservation Concerns Tool for assistance in choosing NRCS defined resource concern: https://www.farmers.gov/conservation/concerns-tool 
2. Refer to the Montana NRCS Field Office Technical Guide Conservation Practice Standards & Support Documents for complete list of practices https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/details 
3. Phillips County NRCS Long Range Plan and other pertinent NRCS program information @ file:///C:/Users/emma/Downloads/Cascade_LongRangePlan_2019.pdf 
4. NRCS Land Use definitions listed below:
a. Crop: Land used primarily for the production and harvest of annual or perennial field, forage, food, fiber, crops.
b. Hay: Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay.
c. Range: Land used primarily to produce grazing animals and native plant community. 
d. Pasture: Lands used primarily for production of livestock and composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species. 
Do you have any other additional concerns you would like to share with the Local Working Group?


Would you like use to send you information regarding any future workshops, meetings, or NRCS Farm Bill Programs? If yes, please include your name, mailing address, and email address (if applicable) below, and we will add you to our mailing lists. 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________________
