
CD Water Reservations Background

• Randell Hopkins, DNRC-Conservation District Bureau, Water Reservation Specialist in Miles City

• Purpose: Reserve water for future agricultural irrigation development

• Conservation District holds the water right. Producers apply for a reserved water use 
authorization through the CD.

• Each CD with Reserved Water should have a “General Reserved Water Development Plan” 
(Manual) binder in their office that is specific to their CD. 

• Priority Dates:
• Yellowstone River Basin: December 15, 1978
• Upper and Lower Missouri River Basins: July 1, 1985
• Little Missouri River Basin: July 1, 1989





Randell’s CD Water Reservations
Yellowstone Basin

• Park CD

• Sweet Grass CD

• Stillwater CD

• Carbon CD

• Yellowstone CD

• Big Horn CD

• Treasure County CD

• Rosebud CD

• Custer County CD

• Powder River CD

Lower/Little Missouri Basin

• Carter County CD

• Wibaux CD

• Richland County CD

• Little Beaver CD

Upper Missouri Basin

• Lower Musselshell CD

• Prairie County CD

• Dawson County CD

• Richland County CD

• Little Beaver CD



Ann’s CD Water Reservations
Upper Missouri River Basin

• Glacier County CD

• Toole County CD

• Pondera County CD

• Teton CD

• Cascade CD

• Liberty County CD

• Chouteau County CD

• Judith Basin CD

• Fergus CD

• Blaine County CD

Lower Missouri River Basin

• Valley County CD

• Daniels County CD

• McCone CD

• Roosevelt County CD

• Sheridan County CD



Roles of Conservation District

• Accept applications from water 
users

• Check for application 
completeness

• Coordinate with DNRC staff to 
help develop project plan

• Send public notice to water 
users and newspaper

• CD Board will approve 
applications and issue reserved 
water use authorizations

• Provide annual report of 
reserved water use to DNRC

• Maintain public records



Roles of DNRC CARDD Advisor

• Assist CDs in administrative and 
technical issues

• Assist applicants with 
assembling a correct and 
complete application

• Perform site visit

• Determine if 606 Change 
Application is needed

• Assist in the public notice of 
application

• Develop detailed development 
plan

• Present the detailed 
development plan to CD for their 
consideration and approval

• Submit application to DNRC 
Director for final approval 
(Yellowstone River only)

• Maintain public records

• Provide training on water 
reservations



Application for Reserved Water Use

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/conservation-districts/programs-2



Correct and Complete Application Requirements

• Applicant contact information

• Source of water supply 

• Point of Diversion location

• Place of Use location

• Water Volume Requested

• Water Flow Requested

• Period of Use

• Crops Grown

• Irrigation system description

• Soils Map

• Engineering Details
• Layout plans

• Pump information

• Pipeline/Conveyance information

• Location Map
• Township, Range, Section corners,

• Project location and layout

• Point of Diversion



Updates to Water Reservation Program

• Update and Standardize Forms

• DocuSign DNRC Approval

• Website Update

• Conservation District Dashboard

• Standardize Training



Questions?

• Randell Hopkins, DNRC, CARDD, CDB
• 321 Main Street #7
• P.O. Box 276
• Miles City, MT 59301
• 406-232-6359
• Randell.Hopkins@mt.gov

• Ann Kulczyk, DNRC, CARDD
• 406-228-4129
• akulczyk@mt.gov


