
CONSERVATION DISTRICT MILL LEVY A Case Study and Q&A Session  



PRESENTERS  Jen McBride  
 Resource Conservationist - Missoula Conservation District 
  

 Laurie Zeller 
 Bureau Chief, DNRC Conservation Districts Bureau 

   



AUDIENCE 



GOALS 

 Know who is responsible for calculating your mill levy 

 Know who the key players are in assisting with calculations 

 Know what information you need to calculate your mill levy 

 Know what direction to go to correct errors in your mill levy 

OR 

 Feel really great about how on top of it you are! 
  

  



OUTLINE 

 Review recent Missoula CD experience 

 Review tax mill levy forms 

 Discuss other places for potential errors 

 Enjoy another presentation or go have a drink 
  

  



IT ALL STARTED WITH A 
POWERPOINT 

  
Just a simple request… 

MISSOULA CD STORY 



WHAT IS A MILL LEVY 
ANYWAY? 
“Mill” comes from the Latin word “millage” 
meaning “thousandth.” So one mill is 1/1000th of a 
currency unit.  

The mill levy is the "tax rate" that is applied to the 
assessed value of a property. One mill is one dollar 
per $1,000 dollars of taxable value.  

OR 

$1000 x 1.0 mill/1000 = $1.00 





THE CALCULATION IS SIMPLE THEN… 

Taxable Value x Fixed Mill/1000 =  
Mill Levy Revenue 

Ugh!!! Can we just go FLOAT with this 
guy ? 



HOW TO CALCULATE A CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
MILL LEVY 
 See Laws Pertaining to Montana’s Conservation Districts (2016) pages 86-89 

 MCA 15-10-420  

 …a governmental entity that is authorized to impose mills may impose a mill levy 
sufficient to generate the amount of property taxes actually assessed in the prior 
year plus one half of the average rate of inflation for the prior 3 years. The 
maximum number of mills required to generate the amount of property tax actually 
assessed in the governmental unit in the prior year based on the current year taxable 
value, less the current year’s newly taxable value, plus one-half of the average rate 
of inflation for the prior 3 years.  



MCA 15-10-420 
Did this… And then this… 



LUCKY FOR US THERE’S THIS! 

    



WHAT WORKED FOR ME 

RELATIONSHIPS 
 Department of Revenue 
Offered assistance with Taxable Valuation Forms 

 County Financial Office 
Offered assistance with prior year mill levy and 
reviewed final corrections 

  

RESOURCES 
 MACo   
Assistance and Levy Comp Excel Forms  

 MACD   
Assistance 

 DNRC   
Assistance 



REVIEW • Taxable Valuation Forms 
• Levy Comp Forms 



6 MONTHS LATER IN MISSOULA COUNTY 

 Taxable Parcels 

 Ensure Values on Taxable Valuation Forms are Accurate 

 Ensure Mill Levy Income is Accurate 



What’s Next? 
Boundaries over Boundaries... 

Working with Missoula County and the Department of Revenue to ensure the correct parcels 
are taxed and that the values that we receive are accurate. 



THE DOUGHNUT HOLE 
   

Missoula County – minus 1946 city limits 





GOALS 

 Know who is responsible for calculating your mill levy 

 Know who the key players are in assisting with calculations 

 Know what information you need to calculate your mill levy 

 Know what direction to go to correct errors in your mill levy 

OR 

 Feel really great about how on top of it you are! 
  

  



Mill Levy Calculation Form 
Provided by MACo. 



Taxable Valuation Form 
From Department of Revenue 



Taxable Valuation Form 
From Department of Revenue 



Mill Levy Calculation Form 
Provided by MACo. 



THANK YOU!  
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